
The Check Enforcement Program staff will
process your submittal as a request for pros-
ecution and attempt contact with the check
writer.

¥ The check writer would be required to
make payment in full to us, including a
stiff statutory fee, to avoid further prose-
cution.

¥ A possible misdemeanor or felony com-
plaint could be filed against the check
writer for issuing bad checks, theft, or
fraud, which includes a court summons
or arrest warrant issued.

¥ If convicted, the check writer may face
fines, jail and/or probation Ð penalty
could be as much as 6 months in jail and
a $2,500 fine for each check. 

For additional information on the 
Check Enforcement Program; 

To request a speaker for your organization;
To request Loss Prevention Training for 

your business; or to receive a copy of the 
Check Enforcement Guidebook,

please contact:

MARICOPA COUNTY ATTORNEYÕS OFFICE

CHECK ENFORCEMENT PROGRAM

100 West Washington, Suite 2000
Phoenix, AZ 85003-1806
Phone:  602 ¥ 372-7300

Fax:  602 ¥ 372-0014

Remember:

You DO NOT HAVE TO ACCEPT A
CHECK in payment for goods or serv-
ices. You may lose the sale, but you
will still have the merchandise!

RICHARD M. ROMLEY

MARICOPA COUNTY ATTORNEY

RICHARD M. ROMLEY

MARICOPA COUNTY ATTORNEY

A FREE Public Service

What Can You Do 
To Protect Yourself?

BAD CHECKS
are

BAD NEWS



At $8 billion a
year, check 

fraud is 
a growing 

U.S. problem!

There are two kinds of bad check writers:

One is the person who makes an honest mis-
take and writes a check for more than the
account will cover.

¥ ItÕs happened to all of us!

¥ It is embarrassing for the customer and
bothersome for the merchant or individ-
ual who accepts the check. But it is noth-
ing more than that when taken care of
immediately by the check writer to the
satisfaction of the merchant.

The second is the criminal who intends to
get something for nothing!

¥ Bad checks are on the rise across the
United States as criminals find it faster
and easier than other crimes.

¥ ThatÕs a major problem for those who are
stuck with the loss and a big legal prob-
lem for those who write the checks.

¥ Honest people pay the difference in 
higher prices!

First line of defense: 
CHECK OUT THE CHECK!

Most businesses attempt to protect them-
selves from bad checks by asking for iden-
tification, generally a driverÕs license.
THATÕS A GREAT START! Writing down
their driverÕs license number is even better!
Half of all fraud attempts can be stopped by
being careful about the checks you accept.

Here is what you should look for on ANY
check you accept:

¥ Is the check in good condition with bank
information, check numbers, no erasures,
white out, tape, or typewritten informa-
tion?

¥ Is the name of the signer and current
address on the check?

¥ Is it dated correctly?

¥ Is the signature similar to the one on the
driverÕs license?

¥ Does the writer LOOK like the picture on
the ID?

¥ Is the amount in numbers the same as
what is written?

¥ Does the writing appear to be consistent
Ñ no crowding, change in ink color,
strike outs or erasures?

What to do if you get a bad check:

Arizona State Law is very clear about what
a merchant or individual may do if passed a
bad check. Here is the process:

First, send a letter to the check writer
informing them the bank has returned an
NSF check unpaid (the legal wording can
be found in our Guidebook). If you hand
deliver the letter, the individual has 12 
calendar days to submit payment in full to
you. If you mail it, the check writer has 17
calendar days from the date of the mailing
to submit full restitution.

You only need to send one notice. You
should specify payment to be made in
cashierÕs check or money order. You may
add a reasonable fee (up to $25 per check)
for returned check costs. Do not accept par-
tial payments unless you are ready to
extend a loan to the check writer. Partial
payments constitute a civil loan arrange-
ment and cannot be prosecuted by our
office!

If you do not receive your FULL payment,
you may submit the check to the Maricopa
County AttorneyÕs Office Check Enforce-
ment Program AT NO COST TO YOU OR
YOUR BUSINESS. 

¥ Know and follow our procedures; you are
required to follow them in order for us to
help you!


